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Other Articles in

100th Anniversary for this Issue

ReederDavis Funeral Home, Inc.
Hughes Springs, Texas

Texas families.

To celebrate those 100 years, ReddavisSchindler Funeral Homes hosted
party at their Hughes Springs location and all funeral directors were warmly
vited.

nized by the I ocal ne€eang aupg e/r. 06as RieMe
Bapti st at the townbds biggest chu

ldi ed at age 16 of appendi
vinced these deaths were a message from God that he

was said to have pastored seven churches at the same time, preaching
hours. He preached at Bethel Cass Baptist for a while and served South
Baptist and Cason Baptist for a couple of decadlethe while running his retdi
business, insurance company and funeral home.

With all his responsibilities, Jim Reeder was glad when his only living ¢
Leita, brought her husband Charles Davis home to live and work with him |i
home where the next generatiafim and Betsiy were raised. Reeder had take
test to receive his funer al direc
earned college degrees followed suit and received her license during World
Charles was drafted, meanwhile, and served in the Army overseas.

. ~ . K Butler Funeral Homed 50th Anniversar
Jim Reedero6s forte was in his devio Pg. 22 Y

n

sai d. AHe | oved driving his hear
front row at funerals, and leading the procession t¢ = "/ = d
cemetery. Some tell that in his later years he w|.= = :

stop a procession at an overpass if a train happer} . Ricky and Iris
be coming by. He di dn (& Epting
train falling through and hurting people in the pro¢ ' 7 ).
sion. o

He loved riding his horses and shared them with all
(Continued on pag#6)
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800-535-8667
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X @ Style 300 Hardwood ~ Choice of Panel
www.cherokeechildcaskets.com

Forever in Our Hearts

Scattering Cremains in a Natural Area

Native Grasses and Flowers
Reaching to the Sky
For those with a love for the natural
landscape, arrangements have Qeen
| made with the private owners |of
\ | Golden Prairie, a registered naturpl
landmark, to scatter cremains on their
4| property. In addition to thle
8| arrangements, a picture and GPS
location of the actual site is included.
Memorialization for cremains scattered at
| any location is available in our Garden of
Remembrance, a cremains burial and
scattering garden with a memorial
cenotaph.
For information contact:
Pugh Funeral Home
400Chestnut Golden City, MO 6474®145
1-417-537-4412 1-800-575-2611

solid Appalachian and Northern hardwood§
No composite wood products are used in t
construction of our urns. Urns are offered i
Hard Maple, Cherry and Red Oak. Meri
Wood Products is a family owned businegp
with over 50 years of woodworking experi
ence.

P. O. Box 1468, Andover, Ohio 44003
4402936272 | 446293-6846fax

: e-mail: Charlotte@mericwood.com
Made in Amenca www. urnsbymericwood.com
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1y As We Drive By
We love to take pictures as we go by funeral homes 7gull
. weobdd wel come plctures,ﬁ

D. W.
Overland Park, KS
Funeral Chapel

Ne wc o me

Page2

Our wood urns are made from the finel
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The editorodés daughter 0
our previous i ssues, ! e
decided to display some of her artwork every ig

in her memory.

Amy Howard

i f vou send them to us.

McGilley & Hoge
Johnson County Memorial Chapel
Shawnee Mission, KS

Summer, 2008
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Z Mortuary Muse*
= *to think or consider deeply; meditate
By Lowell
We Are All On Page 436...But before presenting their wish list to the SCI, preneed marketers, actual fu-
What Book? legislative committee that will take up neral directors that can spare the time

| hate to bore our readers in statesthe issue in the next session. At thisto leave their business and the Mis-
other than Missouri with our preneed point (midJuly) the group has some souri Funeral Directors and Embalm-
problems...so if you are not in this leaky common concerns, but it remains to be ers Association (MFDEA). The com-
boat skip on over to the chuckles... seen if they can agree on issues likemittee needs to forward their recom-
again. | know you looked there first.  the amount to be trusted, and how, mendations to the legislative commit-
Missouri Preneed regulations are cov- portability, cancellations or even who tees by August. | find it hard to be-
ered under statute #436 which was un-should be selling preneed. lieve that all of those committee
der fire before the National Prearranged The committee includes several peo- members are even reading from the
Services plunge into a Texas Insurancep| e each fr om t he samé boak muck lgss tleesame pagd. 6 s

Department instigated receivership. office, Division of Finance, Director of , ‘
Legislators considered revising, 436, Legislation/Budget, Professional Reg- w
the preneed law, during the last sessionistration, Department of Insurance/ P A
but there wasnoét tFinhamoial Ihsttutions, eseverah esurs e s - <,
sionb6s mandat ory e ande companies are represented by g

Representative Tim Meadows and attorney or lobbyist or their own peo-
Senator Delbert Scott spoke at theple. The State Board of Funeral Direc-
MFDEA tion in J d asked tors & Embal there including foou e Author
convention in June and asked tors mbalmers are there including | gyell pugh has funeral director and embalmer
all concerned parties to get together andthe pubic member and an inspector/ licenses in Missouri and Texas and continues the
submit a list of recommendations and investigator along with Funeral Con- operation of the 104earold family funeral

.. . . ~ hom e As publisher dthe Dead Bgatwhich
revisions. They warned that all partici- s umer s Al | i anceds p{’F LepofubiogergTihe pead Sanieh | m,

pant s shoul d be 0 AARR, Bileerhdiraddegiglatorp gra@up, OBeataddress.

Since 1961

Brian Simmons
Springfield Mortuary Service, Inc

FIRST CALLS
PREPARATION

TRANSPORTATION

SHIPPING SERVICE

CREMATORY

520 S. Patterson
Springfield, Missouri 65802

Brian and Sue Sim'mons and 1'800 '259 '6207

Jennifer Bodenhamer

(417) 869 -2826 FAX-417 -869 -9242
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Kimberly A. Sabella, CFSRH Batesville Trip
Mentor of the Year & Outstanding Partner Initiatives
WOIfeereArger Funeral Homed ) On June 9th and 10th the Batesville Casket
O6Fall on, | 1 1 1 M OQorfpany took a group of funeral directors

from Missouri, Kansas and lllinois to the

Mentor of the Year & Outstanding Partner Initiatives 1 Kimberly B_ateswlle Plant in Indlana}. Fpr a new funeral
A. Sabellg CFSP, owner and funeral director &Volfersberger Fu- d'feCFOf a_nd old one alike _'t was an eye
neral Home, Oowasrecbgaired as the Carear dMiersoy OP€NING time.  The information that we re-
of the Year by Southwestern Illinois College, Belleville, lliinois, at the ceived about the manufacturing of the caskets
2008 Business, Industry, Labor and Education Partnership Breakfasand the detail that goes into each and every one
Kim is a native of Mid-  gave us knowledge to inform the consumer.
west City, Oklahoma Then the consumers can make an informed
and a graduate of Cen- decision. Steve and James Carver from Wal-
tral State University,  nyt | gwn Funeral Home in Springfield, Mis-

Edmond,  Oklahoma. = o, i and 13 others from around the three
She is the daughter of

Rev. Forest & Patricia
Weast of Ada, Okla-
homa. Also, Wolfers-
berger Funeral Home
was honored by SWIC
at the partnership even

Pictured from left are SWIC Trustee E Verd for a longstanding
ICtured 1trom left are rustee cugene verdu, R "
Kim Sabella, Wolfersberger Funeral Home ceowner _Commltment '[0' help
Jim Sabella and SWIC Trustee Philip L. Smith. ing students with ca-

reer exploration. The

contributions that Kim has made over the past several years in her ¢
mitment to helping students with career exploration has earned her,
the business this recognition. Kim regularly participates in career fi
for young people and area Girl Scouts. She represents her vocatiqs
scholastic conferences, workshops for fir@uitional career choices,
faith-based seminars, and consults-onene with young people who
express a genuine interest in Funeral Service as a career. It has been
valuable opportunity for Kim to be involved with the community and to
share her experiences with young people.

SCHAEFER MORTUARY SERVICE

1-800-296-9360
Licensed & Serving You in MISSOURI & ILLINOIS
*REMOVALS * EYE ENUCLEATION * EMBALMING
* CREMATION * SHIPPING
WE REPRESENT YOU WITH 24-HOURS QUALITY SERVICE AS

states had a wonderful and educational time.

Have you had an OPEN HOUSE, built a NEW
ADDITION to your funeral home, developed a new
PROGRAM FOR GRIEVING CLIENTS,
RECEIVED AN HONOR from your community,
have an interesting HOBBY or DONE SOMETHING
THAT WAS JUST PLAIN FUN? If so, tell us about
itt. We want to tell your story (WE LOVE
PICTURES, TOO) call us 800-5752611, fax us 417
537-47970r e-mail us: editor@thedeaceat.com.

S

OUR #1 GOAL!
MISSOURI ILLINOIS 2 |
*St. Louis City S *Madison County & COlleagueS Lost or Found
*St. Louis County *Monroe County -
*St. Charles County *St Clair County . . . .
*Jefferson County i fe) S o (If you would like to find someone in the funeral industry,
*Surrounding Communities St Louis let us know-

2061 Hwy 21 editor@the dead-beat. com

St. Louis, MO Not A Funeral Home - Not A Competitor
63010 ROBERT & MONICA SCHAEFER. OWNERS
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Meric Wood Products - Behind the Back

Andover, Ohio AR

|

| Fence By Lowell

Robby Bates of DeKalb, Texas was catching me up
on TFDAGSs convention whi
missed. He said they had a really good attendance.
Robby wil/l be running for
icy board at the next convention. | called him to ask
if the NPS affair drew a lot of attention at the meet-
ings.

At the Missouri convention | looked out over the
exhibition hall at the number of insurance and pre-

Meric Wood Products is a wholesale and manufacturing compafgedrelated companies and wondered how much do
headquartered in Andover, Ohio. They are proud to announce the inwe- really know about any of them, other than what

duction of a new |line of Human thentdl us? All ouus have friendd @moag their reps, R
by Meric Wood Products are handcrafted from the finest Appalachibnu t do they always know w
and Northern hardwoods available. No composite wood products are t . Ar e t he rating com
used in the construction of their urns. would we know? Who checks on them? Do these

Their unique urn designs are available in various shapes, siz¢s @dhpanies have their own association/ethics monitor-
price ranges, in Cherry, Hard Maple and Red Oak. They ar¢ ajgg groups? Perhaps the industry needs to take a

pleased to announce a very special series of sbooding designs closer look at themselves to build back consumer con-
their artist Robin Leigh. He has thityur years of wooburning exy  fidence.

perience. Al 'l of Robinos desi g fufetaldirdtBrd &e Va) BSrudtifgbleise uP d

ize a special photograph of a loved one. vision m | with im f dollar sian
Meric Wood Products is a familywned business with over fifty years Bsaoc ﬁecoi (;,‘]s c:)urc]ie: (te a raglge)sl ° gogao %gs S W

of experience in the woodworking industry. Meric has been supplyi . ’ o
the kitchen, bath and furniture industries with quality wood compo e}iﬁséﬁgew?%a;?n\gﬁg L}Q?/vlroﬁﬁjsﬁa?/%atlﬁgfjg;\lhftsh;?rsgr%g)

for years. Their factory is equipped with up to date CNC machipery, .. ; Ich foll
including milling machines capable of doing rope, flute and reed |spi vision o governmer_lt WOUIEVET Tollow - Up to
dles, which you will find on many of their urns. make sure that they did trust the required amount. |

They can custom design an urn or pet casket to your specificatioffS surprised to read that tekectedattorney general
The employees at Meric Wood Products stand by the American| wigs to ask theolitically-appointedinsurance director
and take great pride in the quality and care that goes into every pnéopfoermission to investigate an insurance company.

their urns. Looking over the committee working on suggested
They also do custom plant stands, candleholders, desk and furnitgngsions of MO#436, | get the feeling that the state

items. Visit their websites: www.urnsbymericwood.com or government divisions will be posturing for their turf

www.overtherainbowpetcaskets.com or www.mericwood.com. claims while trying to make up for the failure to en-

force a flawed preneed law. Did some of the indus-
tries on the present committee have undo influence
with the lawmakers in the original version? A col-

league told me the other day that when he took his
insurance exam, while he was a funeral director prac-

BAXTER VAULT COMPANY

Baxter Springs, Kansas/Independence, Kansas

Phone 800-346 -0547 Coe ;
\ ; . ticing in another state,
o$_‘erv/ngThe4>‘tate Areaog company al ways wins. o0
*Doric Burial Vaults . ? . -
*Clark Steel Vaults This my antiquated, narrewinded and unrealistic
*Concrete Boxes view of what the new preneed law should include:
*Mausoleums 100% trusting with easy portability and cancellation
*Monuments/Markers procedures compatible with family services; preneed
The finest tribute & the most trusted protection contract and sales made only by licensed funeral di-
rectors employed by the selling funeral home; insur-
Allen ance company salespeople should focus on selling a

Monuments good product that is not tied to a preneed contract

DORIC

e Ll L) | < (Continued on pag&0)




